Hillside Infant School
Home learning policy

At Hillside Infant School we define ‘*home learning’ to mean any learning or activities
which children are asked to do outside lesson time without the guidance of teachers. It is
completed with the support of parents/carers and is an opportunity for adults, other than
teachers, to become active partners in supporting learning.

Home learning activities are an important part of the home/school partnership and all
children are expected to take part in a variety of home learning tasks.

We believe that home learning should be enjoyable and manageable for all concerned
and that if it becomes a chore/burden/source of conflict it ceases to be a constructive
aspect of teaching and learning.

Aims

The aim of this policy is to:

e Ensure consistency of approach throughout the school

e Ensure that teachers, parents and children are clear of their roles with
regard to home learning.

e Encourage parents, children and school to work in partnership

The aim in setting home learning is:

e To develop and maintain an effective home-school partnership
To consolidate class learning, extending skills and knowledge around topics.
Practise key maths and literacy skills.
To encourage children to develop the responsibility, confidence and self-discipline
Discipline to study independently

Developing good habits

Whilst we support all of the above key principles, Hillside Infant School is not a school at
which home learning dominates home and school life. We accept that not every activity
will capture children and parents’ imagination and that evening and weekends can
sometimes be busy.

We do not specify amounts of time that must be spent on a task, preferring individual

children and families to set their own routines however our home learning timetable
outlines our recommended time for each year group.

Our routines and expectations

Home learning
Home learning is shared each Friday with all year groups on Class Dojo. Any sheets

linked to the home learning will be sent home on a Friday.

Reading



At Hillside we believe reading is a fundamental basis of home learning. It is important for
parents/carers and children to develop positive reading habits from an early age, with
regular opportunities for reading and sharing of books together. Our home learning
timetable outlines our recommended reading time for each year group. This reading time
includes sharing a picture book together, reading to an adult as well as an adult reading
to a child.

In each child's reading record book is a reading book mark which informs parents of their
child's next step as well as knowing which tricky/common exception words to learn. Each
book mark is linked to the reading book band a child is working on which links to their
phonics learning.

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are given 2 reading books each week linked to their
phonics. Our home learning timetable outlines our recommended reading time for each
year group. This reading time includes sharing a picture book together, reading to an
adult as well as an adult reading to a child. These timings are a guide only.

Phonics and spelling Home learning
All classes give out weekly phonics home learning linked to the phonic sound(s) learnt

that week in their respective phonics group. In Year 1 and Year 2 children will be given
weekly spelling words as part of their phonics home learning; these spellings are tested
weekly.

Maths
In Year 1 and Year 2 children receive maths home learning each week. This will be
linked to what the children are learning in class.

Project homework
Project homework is set in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. Children are given a ‘menu’ of

activities to choose from connected with their termly topic. Children are expected to
complete two activities of their choice over a term. It is designed that the activities allow
children to further their knowledge and skills around the termly topic, as well as
showcase individual skills and expertise. Activities range from writing tasks, art and
design, cooking and even visiting places of interest connected with the termly topic.

Talk Homework

Each week all year groups are set 'talk homework'. This homework encourages children
and their families to talk around a key area of learning. At Hillside we believe developing
excellent communication and language skills is vital and supports a child in all areas of
their learning.

Key vocabulary
Each week on the home learning sheet children will receive key vocabulary to learn.

These words link to their class topics and are words they will be using regularly in school.

Role of Parents/Carers

e To support with the weekly timetable of home learning.
e To let the class teacher know if difficulties arise with the home learning.



e To inform the class teacher if home learning is not completed on time and the
reason for this.

e To encourage and praise their child when they have completed their home
learning.

e To value home learning and support the school by explaining how it can help
learning.

Role of the children

To bring their book bag to school each day.

To ensure they have all they require to complete their home learning.
To complete their home learning to the best of their ability.

To give their home learning into their teacher at the right time.

Absence

If a child is absent from school we will not send home learning home. If a child is absent
due to iliness for an extended period of time the teacher and parents/carers will agree on
an appropriate course of action. In such circumstances the teacher should consult the
Assistant Headteacher or Headteacher first.

Generative artificial intelligence (Al

Artificial intelligence (AI) tools are now widespread and easy to access. Staff, pupils and
parents/carers may be familiar with generative chatbots such as ChatGPT and Google
Bard. Hillside Infant School recognises that Al has many uses to help pupils learn, but
may also lend itself to cheating and plagiarism.

Pupils may use AI tools as a research tool to help them find out about new topics and
ideas.

Pupils may not use Al tools:
e To write their home learning or class assignments, where Al-generated text is

presented as their own work

Reviewed: March 2024
Next Review: March 2028

Approved by: Curriculum Committee



YEAR MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
GROUP
« Library day
o~ » Reading stories together,
m + Talking about children’s favourite part.
o » Discussing the pictures and the different parts of a story
Z
Z + Reading x 10 mins + Reading x 10 mins s Reading x 10 mins + Readingx 10 mins |* Reading x 10 mins
o + Reading books » Phonics homework + Phonics homework
= returned and new bought back to school sent out.
w ones handed out « Library day
1T} + Homelearning
e shared on Class Dajo
+ Reading x 15mins + Reading x 15mins s Readingx 15mins + Readingx 15mins |+ Reading x 15mins
+ Reading books + Phonics and maths + Phonics and maths
; returned and new homewark bought homework sent home
< ones handed out back to schoal in folders.
= . « Library day
* Home learning
shared on Class Dojo
+ Reading x20 mins + Readingx20 mins [+ Readingx20mins + Readingx20 mins |+ Reading x20 mins
+ Reading books » Phonics and maths + Phonics and maths
o returned and new homework bought homework sent home
1 ones handed out back to school in folders.
ﬁ + Library day + English homework + QOccasionally English
- | back when given out homework given out

Home learning
shared on Class Dojo




Examples of templates

Home learning example — shared each Friday on Class Dojo.

Year 1 Home Learning Week Commencing: 19/09/23

Our Topic Is: Guess Who

Next week we will be learning the text Charlie and Lola using Talk 4 Writing. In Maths we will be learning to count on from any number
within 10 and leaming how to count one more within 10. In Science we will be learning about our senses, In Geography we will be
learning about our local area.

| Phonics: Maths: Reading homework:
Find 10 different objects from around your house. Please remember to write in your child’s (yellow)
Please complete the sheet in the phonics folder. M:mdﬂaﬁmuwﬁﬂug Mwmmmmwm

and yellow
record books should be in your child's book bag
each day.

Talk homework:
Talk about where you live and find your home using Google Maps.
Can you write your address?

Please remember to label your water bottle, book bags and your dothing.
PE days are on Monday and
Please keep your yellow reading record in your book bag and bring It to school everyday,

Example of Reading bookmarks in reading record

An example of a Pink and Green book mark:

Find front cover and tum pages the corect way Read fluent! punctuation
Understand that left comes before ni Read with accuracy and self-correct mistakes

Use pictures to support reading of the words mduding words that can't be sounded out such as
Read each word as oint to them saud’, ‘was i

Use meaning together with repeated pattems to | | Recognise punctuation and use some expression
predict the storyline | Use some expression

Use a few known words to assist own reading Read with more pace and fluency

Read CVC words by sounding out such as cat, dog | 4 gﬁ;ﬁg‘mﬁi‘:&t“;ﬁgp e

informaton. _
| Talk about new words and the meaning of them.

hbfffllss
to

| ey (asin money)
| oe(as in toe)




Example of phonics home learning

i
This week we have been loarning these sounds: aim uns

e

Raad these silly questions and answer them by circling “yes' or ‘no’

Can manure hang [n mid-ale?  yes  no
Can a finger put on a hairnet?  yes ne
Can a boxer get a manicure?  wes no

I
Lok at the picturss and choos air, sre or er 10 spedl the wods.

anmch

Tricky words 1o learn to lesarn:

Write seme sentences with the scunds you kave learnt this week:

Example of Project Homework

Spring Term Homework Project Menu

Elight

» Make a 3D plane, aircraft or rocket.
« Draw a picture of the stars in the sky you can

see.
« With an adult, research a planet.
« Write a list and draw pictures of things you
would need to go to the moon.
Famous People
< With an adult, write a biography of Neil
Armstrong
« Compare the life of Tim Peake (an astronaut
of today) to Nell Amstrong (an astronaut
from history).

« Write a diary entry and Neil Armstrong flying
to the moon.
= Write facts about astronauts.

Phonics Homework Level 6 wk 15

1. Keaa tne sTory.

Mighlight all of the words that contain the /m/ phoneme.

m mb

Coergone (n the town trew Peta the plumber. He wes the best plamber around
et e wits heppyg b help evergane. Wherever he want, he took b metal feol
bax 33 that he was resdy for any hind of job that might come hus way!

One Monday, he had & phene call from the schsol. The piges in ¢
leaking and water was dripping et the clawwroom The chier
eutside end ploy o the climbing frame while & was Jorted. e 105¢ out

his ioddery and climbed wp 0nts the raol Pete fred the lead and climbed

back dewn

“Woocay!” called the childres, cheering and clappeng.

0n 8 &fferent doy. ete was calied 10 & heuse with & blocked sink. The sink
wos full of dirty water. Pete teok the pipe off snd deored it cat. 1t tumed out
that the pipe was ful of bevederambs end & combl

“Thank yau.” seid the man. 1 will put the brecdcrums i the bin from sow
on. 1 don't know how the comb 93¢ there theugh!™

One weekend, Pete asticed his guster wes leaking 50 he climbed up his ladder
10 rapair (8. He was using @ Remmer ta nail it back up when he noticed © lamb
hod gotten into his garden. Me was 35 buty looking ot the Lamb, that he misied
the naul and hat his themb Ouch

1t tharmb was 5@ sore that he went to the houpitol. Me was given on wrey &=
chech (1 wasa't bechen and same crvam to numb (1 40 it wosld stop hurting

“You neematly lock after everyone else, 'y time for o3 £ look after you.” 1eid
the Awrse smiling.

2. Sort the words.

S0rt the words from the story into the toble

- mb

London

Autumn term choices

® Uesignaposter advet@ngalondonlancmerk.

Drawa meo of the River Thames and key famous landmarks alcng
the river.

Make a colsge showingthe Great Fire of London.

Make a model of a Tudor house.

Make a bookiet sbcut London suitsdle for tounsts.
hitoz:ii80,vedcndon.comis - wsethis link and exolere Londn
and make 3 leafiet about yourfavounte lancdmarks.

Create a firewerks art pleca to reprasent the 5* November.

Wench Pacdington or Faddngton 2 and write a film review.

LONDON

The praject hamewark is due:
* Wednesday 4 October

* Wednesday 25" November




