
Hillside Infant School 
Home learning policy 

 
 
At Hillside Infant School we define ‘home learning’ to mean any learning or activities 
which children are asked to do outside lesson time without the guidance of teachers. It is 
completed with the support of parents/carers and is an opportunity for adults, other than 
teachers, to become active partners in supporting learning.  
 
Home learning activities are an important part of the home/school partnership and all 
children are expected to take part in a variety of home learning tasks. 
 
We believe that home learning should be enjoyable and manageable for all concerned 
and that if it becomes a chore/burden/source of conflict it ceases to be a constructive 
aspect of teaching and learning. 
 
Aims 
The aim of this policy is to:  

 Ensure consistency of approach throughout the school  

 Ensure that teachers, parents and children are clear of their roles with  
  regard to home learning.   

 Encourage parents, children and school to work in partnership 
 
The aim in setting home learning is:  

 To develop and maintain an effective home-school partnership  
 To consolidate class learning, extending skills and knowledge around topics. 
 Practise key maths and literacy skills.  
 To encourage children to develop the responsibility, confidence and self-discipline 
 Discipline to study independently 

 
Developing good habits 
Whilst we support all of the above key principles, Hillside Infant School is not a school at 
which home learning dominates home and school life. We accept that not every activity 
will capture children and parents’ imagination and that evening and weekends can 
sometimes be busy. 
 
We do not specify amounts of time that must be spent on a task, preferring individual 
children and families to set their own routines however our home learning timetable 
outlines our recommended time for each year group. 
 
Our routines and expectations 
 
Home learning 
Home learning is shared each Friday with all year groups on Class Dojo.  Any sheets 
linked to the home learning will be sent home on a Friday. 
 
Reading 



At Hillside we believe reading is a fundamental basis of home learning.  It is important for 
parents/carers and children to develop positive reading habits from an early age, with 
regular opportunities for reading and sharing of books together. Our home learning 
timetable outlines our recommended reading time for each year group. This reading time 
includes sharing a picture book together, reading to an adult as well as an adult reading 
to a child.   
 
In each child's reading record book is a reading book mark which informs parents of their 
child's next step as well as knowing which tricky/common exception words to learn.  Each 
book mark is linked to the reading book band a child is working on which links to their 

phonics learning.   

 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are given 2 reading books each week linked to their 
phonics.  Our home learning timetable outlines our recommended reading time for each 
year group. This reading time includes sharing a picture book together, reading to an 
adult as well as an adult reading to a child. These timings are a guide only. 
 
Phonics and spelling Home learning 
All classes give out weekly phonics home learning linked to the phonic sound(s) learnt 
that week in their respective phonics group.  In Year 1 and Year 2 children will be given 
weekly spelling words as part of their phonics home learning; these spellings are tested 
weekly.   
 
Maths  
In Year 1 and Year 2 children receive maths home learning each week.  This will be 
linked to what the children are learning in class.    
 
Project homework 
Project homework is set in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. Children are given a ‘menu’ of 
activities to choose from connected with their termly topic. Children are expected to 
complete two activities of their choice over a term. It is designed that the activities allow 
children to further their knowledge and skills around the termly topic, as well as 
showcase individual skills and expertise. Activities range from writing tasks, art and 
design, cooking and even visiting places of interest connected with the termly topic. 
 
Talk Homework 
Each week all year groups are set 'talk homework'.  This homework encourages children 
and their families to talk around a key area of learning.  At Hillside we believe developing 
excellent communication and language skills is vital and supports a child in all areas of 
their learning. 
 
Key vocabulary 
Each week on the home learning sheet children will receive key vocabulary to learn.  
These words link to their class topics and are words they will be using regularly in school.  
 
Role of Parents/Carers  

 To support with the weekly timetable of home learning. 
 To let the class teacher know if difficulties arise with the home learning. 



 To inform the class teacher if home learning is not completed on time and the 
reason for this.  

 To encourage and praise their child when they have completed their home 
learning. 

 To value home learning and support the school by explaining how it can help 
learning. 
 

Role of the children  

 To bring their book bag to school each day. 
 To ensure they have all they require to complete their home learning.  

 To complete their home learning to the best of their ability. 
 To give their home learning into their teacher at the right time. 

Absence  

If a child is absent from school we will not send home learning home. If a child is absent 
due to illness for an extended period of time the teacher and parents/carers will agree on 
an appropriate course of action.  In such circumstances the teacher should consult the 
Assistant Headteacher or Headteacher first.  

Generative artificial intelligence (AI) 

Artificial intelligence (AI) tools are now widespread and easy to access. Staff, pupils and 
parents/carers may be familiar with generative chatbots such as ChatGPT and Google 
Bard. Hillside Infant School recognises that AI has many uses to help pupils learn, but 
may also lend itself to cheating and plagiarism.  

Pupils may use AI tools as a research tool to help them find out about new topics and 
ideas. 

Pupils may not use AI tools: 

 To write their home learning or class assignments, where AI-generated text is 
presented as their own work 
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Examples of templates 

Home learning example – shared each Friday on Class Dojo.  

 

Example of Reading bookmarks in reading record 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Example of phonics home learning 

 

Example of Project Homework 

 

 


