HILLSIDE INFANT SCHOOL

Northwood Way, Northwood, Middlesex, HA6 1RX
Telephone: 0208 249 6860

E-mail: office@hillsideinfant.org.uk

Website: www.hillsideinfant.org.uk

Headteacher: Mrs Rebecca Fennell

September 2026
Dear Parent/Carer,
Subject: Important Changes to free school meals from the 2026 to 2027 academic year

We are writing to let you know about changes to free school meals (FSM) from the start of the 2026 to
2027 academic year.

What is changing?

From September 2026, all children whose household receives Universal Credit will be eligible
for free school meals, regardless of household income.

Your child may be eligible to receive free school meals if your family receives:

e Universal Credit

e Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA)

e The Guarantee Credit element of Pension Credit

e Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

e Certain support available to families with No Recourse to Public Funds (NRPF)

From September 2026, there will be two types of Free School Meals:

Targeted Free School Meals

e For children in households receiving Universal Credit, with annual earnings of £7,400 or less.
eThese pupils will receive free school meals and schools will also receive additional funding (Pupil
Premium) to support these pupils.

Expanded Free School Meals

e For children in households receiving Universal Credit, whose earnings are above £7,400.

e These pupils will receive free school meals, but not Pupil Premium funding.

Even if your child currently gets free school meals under older rules, ALL families must submit a new
application to ensure they meet the updated September 2026 criteria. Families must make an application,
and have their eligibility checked, for free school meals to be provided.
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How to Apply

1. Apply Online: Please visit our local application portal at https://fsm.lgfl.net/

2. What You Need: You will just need your National Insurance number (or National Asylum Support
Service number) and your basic details.

3. If you have more than one child, you must submit an application for each child.

Please contact the school office for further support.

What you need to do If your child currently receives free school meals:

e In most cases, you do not need to reapply

e Your child’s school or the local authority will check your eligibility automatically using the details
already held and inform you of any changes to your FSM eligibility

o In some cases, your child’s school or the local authority may contact you to confirm your details
o If you are unsure, please contact your school or local authority for advice.

If your child does not currently receive free school meals

e You may now be eligible under the expanded criteria

e You will need to apply here https://fsm.lgfl.net/
Many Thanks

Hillside Infants
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